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11 of 13 review helpful An excellent summary of Donaldson theory By A X Razza This book brings together the 
brilliant work Donaldson did at Oxford during the early 1980s The unique properties of 4 manifolds are clearly and 
concisely written out with concentration on explaining field theories like Yang Mills and gauge theory with a truly 
firm mathematical foundation presented in a book for the first time A great compan The last ten years have seen rapid 
advances in the understanding of differentiable four manifolds not least of which has been the discovery of new exotic 
manifolds These results have had far reaching consequences in geometry topology and mathematical physics and have 
proven to be a mainspring of current mathematical research This book provides a lucid and accessible account of the 
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modern study of the geometry of four manifolds Consequently it will be required The idea that Yang Mills theory 
physics might serve to illuminate deep problems in the geometry of four manifolds topology has served since about 
1984 to energize the work of mathematicians and physicists alike and has stimulated a good deal of excited 
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