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Since its origin about ten years ago the theory of quantum groups has become one of the most fascinating topics of 
modern mathematics with numerous applications to several sometimes rather disparate areas including low 
dimensional topology and mathematical physics This book is one of the first expositions that is specifically directed to 
students who have no previous knowledge of the subject The only prerequisite in addition to standard linear algebra is 
some acqu Carefully written there is an agreeable sometimes informal spirit with which the author tries to indicate to 
the reader what is really happening One pleasant feature is his placing of long computations in appendices at the end 
of certain chapters 
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