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The publication of this book in 1970 marked the culmination of a particularly exciting period in the history of the
topology of manifolds The world of high dimensional manifolds had been opened up to the classification methods of
algebraic topology by Thom swork in 1952 on transversality and cobordism the signature theorem of Hirzebruch in
1954 and by the discovery of exotic spheres by Milnor in 1956 In the 1960s there had been an explosive growth of
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