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Studies in Mathematics): 

In the last decade we have witnessed the birth of a fascinating new mathematical theory It is often called by algebraists 
the theory of quantum groups and by topologists quantum topology These terms however seem to be too restrictive 
and do not convey the breadth of this new domain which is closely related to the theory of von Neumann algebras the 
theory of Hopf algebras the theory of representations of semisimple Lie algebras the topology of knots etc The most 
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